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 In the Convention on the protection of the World cultural and natural heritage accepted by General conference of UNESCO at XVII session in Paris November, 16, 1972 it was told, that as «cultural heritage» are understood:


 – monuments: products of architecture, monumental sculpture and painting, elements or structures of archeologic character, an inscription, a cave and group of elements which have oustanding universal value from the point of view of a history, arts or sciences;


 – ensembles: groups of the isolated or incorporated structures, the architecture, which have unity or connection with landscape if that connection represent oustanding universal value from the point of view of a history, arts or sciences;


–  noteworthy places: products of the person or joint creations of the person and a nature, and also a zone, representing oustanding universal value from the point of view of a history, an aesthetics, ethnology or anthropology, including the archeologic noteworthy places.


 As «a natural heritage» are understood:


 – the natural monuments created by physical and biological formations or groups of such formations, having oustanding universal value from the point of view of an aesthetics or sciences;


 – geological formations and strictly limited zones representing an area of kinds of animals and plants, exposed to threat and having oustanding universal value from the point of view of a science or preservations;


 – natural noteworthy places or strictly limited natural zones having oustanding universal value from the point of view of a science, preservation or natural beauty.


 The basic purpose of creation of maps of a cultural and natural heritage: to give the arch of the modern information and knowledge of a cultural and natural heritage of Russia, to show law and feature of distribution and development of regional and national cultures, to interrelation and mechanisms of their interaction and to present a material for development of the all-Russian and regional programs of protection and use of objects of a heritage, and also of preservation and restoration of historical-cultural and natural inhabitancy of peoples of Russia.


 Complex geographical studying, making inventory and mapping of a cultural and natural heritage is a new business. In Russia it had begun in the Russian scientific research institute of a cultural and natural heritage for the first time.


 Strictly speaking, objects of a heritage were displayed on maps for a long time, but basically, it was displaying plans and circuits of various monuments on tourist maps, rare kinds of plants and animals on maps of nature preservation, historical events on historical maps, ethno-cultural data on ethnographic maps etc., including in complex and study of local lore atlases.  Practically, environment in which objects of a heritage is existed was never mapped, and system representation about a heritage as a whole was not given on the maps.

To present time features of mapping of a heritage are determined, a number of maps of a heritage of a different territorial − hierarchical level and purpose is created. Maps on Barentsevomorsky region concern to their type. These are the maps: «Novaya Zemlya. Natural and cultural heritage» scale 1:1 000 000 and the card-cutting to it «The History of opening and researches» scale 1:2 500 000, «Vaygach Island. Natural and cultural heritage. Khebidya Ya – the sacred island of nenets people » scale 1:200 000.  

Map «Novaya Zemlya. Natural and cultural heritage» with a card-cutting «The History of opening and researches» is complex product with new conception and the maintenance. It is created on the basis of original materials of Sea Arctic complex expedition of Institute of the Heritage for the period of work in Arctic regions in 1988-1996, studying of literary, share and cartographical sources. In a map it is reflected about 300 objects of natural and 200 objects of  cultural heritage. It is a first step during realization of the program of complex mapping the natural and historical-cultural environment of the Russian Arctic region. The map includes geological, geomorphological, hydrological, glaciological, botanical, zoological and landscape objects of a natural heritage which are detailed down to types and kinds. 

As objects of a cultural heritage monuments of archeology, of history of development of Novaya Zemlya by coast-dwellers and nenets people, winterings, parking, memorable places and visible (prominent) marks of various expeditions or the memorable marks devoted to trailblazers and researchers, burial places, remains of courts, marks – reference-points, polar stations, monuments of Great Domestic War of 1941-1945, of history of creation of the nuclear weapon and others are submitted in a map. All objects of a cultural heritage are characterized in historical changes with informaition of time (period) of their appearence.

The map is added by card-cutting «The  history  of  opening  and  researches»  scale  1:2 500 000 on which all routes of expeditions (by V. Barents, by F. Rozmyslov, by P. M. Pahtusov, by F. P. Litke, by G. J. Sedov etc.), places of their winterings, polar stations, and also remarkable events in studying archipelago are put. That gives possibility to receive complex representation about archipelago as one of regions of a national heritage of Russia. 

Map «Vaygach Island. Natural and cultural heritage. Khebidya Ya – the sacred island of the nenets people» scale 1:200 000 essentially differs from previous under the content and the design. 

Vaygach Island is called «Khebidya ya» on the Nenets language. That means «the Sacred land». The occupation of Vaygach by coast-dwellers and nenets started about ХVI in. It is unique in Arctic region sacral island which was a place of worship the main deities. From those times two cultures developed and cooperated on that island: of coast-dwellers and of nenets. Up to today's time their numerous certificates as stone and wooden idols were kept. 

On the given map for the first time more than 150 valuable natural objects and 230 monuments of a history and culture of island Vaygach are shown. And all of them are described in the book − index. Among the last: ancient sanctuaries with stone and wooden idols, prominent and maked for vow crosses of coast-dwellers, places of parking and burial places, the memorable places connected to activity of trailblazers and researchers. Thus, on a map three cultures are allocated: nenets, coast-dwellers and XX in. From monuments of the two first cultures in a map are allocated: camps, trade huts and places of trade activity, a settlement of reindeer breeders, sanctuaries with wooden and stone idols etc. The history and culture XX in. are submitted by the working and inhibited polar stations, bases and camps of researchers, settlements and trading stations, mines and drifts Vaygach expedition of 1931-1935, beacons, the rests of defensive works of Great Domestic war of 1941-1945., and also the memorable places connected to names of oustanding researchers of the North.

Issued in the complete set the map of island Vaygach and the book - index to it, supplement each other and represent the uniform completed product. 

In 2001 the map «Solovetskie islands is issued. A spiritual, cultural and natural heritage» scale 1:50 000 was published. A map bilaterial.
Besides maps of northern territories maps of separate subjects of the Russian Federation were developed, made and issued. For example, a map «The Yaroslavl area. Natural and a cultural heritage» scale 1:350 000 with the plan of city of Yaroslavl and its historical centre of scales 1:25 000 and 1:10 000 accordingly. It is the first regional map of such maintenance.

The given map is the arch of the existential information on a heritage: archeologic, architectural, historical monuments and monuments of monumental art, and also other objects of a natural, cultural and cultural-natural heritage represent as the certain conventional signs. The special contents of a map consists of three sections: a natural heritage, a cultural heritage and a cultural - natural heritage.

Among objects of a natural heritage, in a map are allocated: protected territories (reserve, national park, another special territories); geological, hydrological and hydro-geological, botanical and zoological objects.

Objects of a cultural heritage in a map are subdivided into monuments of archeology, histories, architecture, arts.

Objects of a cultural-natural heritage in a map of the Yaroslavl area are submitted too.
The given map is added with the brochure – index, which is the brief encyclopedia about Yaroslavl area and Yaroslavl.

In 2000 was made the map on capital: «Moscow is created and published. Spiritual and a историко-cultural heritage» scale 1:50 000 on all city and its centre of scale 1:12 500. In the given map the structure of city building on the historical periods of its formation for the first time is shown: the Kremlin, China − city, White city, Earthen city, the Chamber – collegiate shaft, the District railway, the Moscow ring highway, modern city territory.

The map opens new opportunities in studying a history and culture of Moscow, in the decision of problems of preservation of unique shape of capital. It is accompanied by the brochure – index with information about history and culture, with the list of monuments of a heritage with the indication of their addresses.

Also the map «Shatursky region of the Moscow area. Cultural and natural heritage» scale 1:150 000 is developed and issued. It is the first map of a regional level where objects of a cultural, natural and cultural – natural heritage too are shown. The novelty on this map is comparison with the previous editions display of the places connected to names of people, ranked to a face sacred. For example, these are the places connected to legends etc., sites rare for the given area of kinds of plants etc. are allocated.

This year the map «Ufa. Cultural and natural heritage» scale 1:28 000 with card-cutting on centre of city of scale 1:14 000 has come out of press. Except for traditional blocks, there is the block «Establishments – keepers of a heritage» to which museums and showrooms, archives and libraries concern. For the first time the destroyed monuments of a heritage were comprised on the block «The Lost heritage».

 Maps of a cultural and natural heritage open new opportunities in studying a nature, a history and culture of region. They are an original cartographical code of monuments of a history and culture, give evident representation about existential accommodation of objects of a heritage, open new opportunities in studying and preservation of them. They are intended for a control system in the field of culture, for designing and restorating organizations which are not indifferent to problems of preservation of a unique heritage, teachers and the pupil of the maximum(supreme) and average educational institutions, to historians, literary critics, geographers, biologists, regional specialists, tourists, all inhabitants and visitors of city/territory. Maps render the essential help the pupil of the schools studying a rate of study of local lore, will be a component of methodical materials on patriotic education of youth.

